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Fetzer Institute Announces New Mission 

 
Kalamazoo, Mich. – Fetzer Institute President Robert Boisture has announced that the Institute’s Board 
of Trustees has adopted a new mission for the organization, “to help build the spiritual foundation for a 
loving world.”   
 
Board chair Rob Lehman said, “This new mission reflects the Institute’s view that for humanity to 
summon the will, courage, and hope to meet the major challenges we face, a critical mass of us must 
truly open our hearts in love.” Mr. Boisture added “Our human family urgently needs—and we think is 
ready—to take the next big step forward in our spiritual journey. This step is about opening our hearts in 
love—to ourselves, to each other, and to the natural world.” 
 
The Fetzer Institute’s contributions since the 1990s span mind-body health, science and spirituality, 
contemplative practice and formation, and spirituality and civic life. It has worked with journalists Bill 
Moyers and Krista Tippet, with pioneers in mindfulness and emotional intelligence, and supported 
research through the National Institutes of Health and World Health Organization. Most recently the 
Institute worked with sector-based advisors to achieve its then-mission to foster awareness of the 
power of love and forgiveness. 
 
The Institute will advance its new mission through four broad strategies: 
 

 A new narrative strategy focused on contributing to a worldview that integrates a sophisticated 
scientific understanding of physical reality with deep spiritual understanding of the “something 
more” that binds us together in a deeply interconnected and sacred reality and calls us to a life 
of love 

 A movement-building strategy focused on accelerating the emergence of a powerful global 
movement for spiritual transformation 

 A spiritual communities strategy focused on supporting the emergence of new forms of inclusive 
spiritual communities, both within existing and emerging spiritual traditions 

 A science strategy focused on engaging science to maximize its contribution to the “new 
narrative” and to deepen our understanding of the factors that shape spiritual growth and 
development and our ability to love. 
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To implement these strategies, the Fetzer Institute is engaging its staff, a broad network of partners, an 
award-winning retreat center, and the financial resources generated from its endowment. 
 
The Fetzer Institute was established and endowed by broadcast pioneer John E. Fetzer (1901-1991), and 
is located in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Its work is grounded by a conviction that engaging the connection 
between the inner life of spirit and the outer life of service and action holds the key to lasting change. 
Visit fetzer.org for more information. 

http://www.fetzer.org/

